
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This survey is part of the Comprehensive Planning Committee process to 
help 

determine the future of Hartford. Your responses to these questions will 
help to guide 

the work of the committee. Please return your copy to the town office when 
completed, 

preferably by December 1, 2025. If more than one person in your 
household would like 

to fill out the survey, you may pick up another copy at the town office. 
Thank you for 

your participation. 
The Comprehensive Planning Committee 
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Character of Hartford  
Why Hartford?  

Please rank in order of importance, with “1” as the most important, the top five reasons you own or rent in Hartford. 

_____Born and raised here  _____Crime-free atmosphere  _____Town meetings 

_____Privacy  _____Friendliness  _____Lakes and streams 

_____Quality of schools  _____Sense of belonging  _____Feeling of open space 

_____Close to family and friends  _____Peace and quiet  _____Scenic views 

_____Less traffic congestion  _____Property tax rate  _____Few stores/businesses on hwys 

_____Low housing costs  _____Convenient to workplace  _____Clean environmental quality 

_____Farmlands  _____Rural quality of life  _____Other 

_____Plentiful forests  _____Access to recreation  _____prefer not to say 

 
 

Yourself  

Please complete one:  Ownership  Complete one only 

I have owned property in Hartford for  _______ years. 

I have rented property in Hartford for  _______ years. 

Please complete one:  Residency  Complete one only 

I have been a seasonal resident for  _______ years. 

I have been a year-round resident for  _______ years. 

My property is located on this road: _________________ It is a     private or     public road or     prefer not to say

Please check  one item 
only. Fill in the blanks if  
necessary. 

Voter Registration 

_____ I am registered to vote in Hartford 

_____I am registered to vote, but 
not inHartford. My registration is in

 

_____ I am not registered to vote but am eligible to vote in Hartford. 

_____ I am not registered to vote, but I 
am eligible to register. My eligible is in: 

My  gender is     Male or     Female 
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(Town) (State)

(Town) (State)



 
Please check one:  Age Bracket 

_____ 18-20 years  _____ 35-39 years  _____ 55-59 years  _____ 75-84 years 

_____ 21-24 years  _____ 40-44 years  _____ 60-64 years  _____ 85-94 years 

_____ 25-29 years  _____ 45-49 years  _____ 65-69 years  _____ 95-99 years 

_____ 30-34 years  _____ 50-54 years  _____ 70-74 years  _____ 100 or 
more years 

Review of Ordinances  
Ordinances are rules that the town can legally enforce.  
The ordinances are composed of minimum standards set by the State of Maine, plus more restrictive standards requested 
by our Town Officials and approved at the Annual Town Meeting. Town Ordinances are enforced by our Selectmen, not by 
the State.  

Are there any existing ordinances you would like to see changed? And how? 
 
 
 
 
 

What ordinances are important to you? And why? 

There should be a town ordinance for: 

 

 

 
 

Management of New Structures  
 

A Building Permit is required for any new construction, including any additional structure over 
200 square feet, and mobile homes. 

Should this be changed? Circle one:       YES  NO 

If “YES” change to: 

 

 
 

A Plumbing Certificate is the only requirement for occupying a new home. 

Should an Occupancy Certificate covering only minimum safety                           YES             NO 
standards such as an septic be required?  

If YES,  within how much time?   

 
 

Management of Time  
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YES NO



Are the Town Office 
Hours adequate? 

TOWN OFFICE HOURS  

Monday  10:00 to 5:00  
Tuesday 10:00 to 5:00  
Wednesday 10:00 to 5:00  
Saturday 10:00 to 1:00 

YES  NO 

If “NO,” change to: 

 
 
 
 

Management for the Future  

Are there any other long-range issues that should be addressed?       YES  NO 

Issue 1: 

Issue 2: 

Issue 3: 

 
                                                         ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

 
Should Economic/Commercial Development be encouraged in Hartford?  

How do you 
feel about 
these types of  
Commercial/ 
Economic  
Development? 

Commercial/Economic 
Type 

    YES      NO 

 Check if you would like this 
encouraged  

Check if you would like this 
discouraged  

Mobile Home Park  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Home-Based 
Business  

​ Encourage ​ Discourage 

Service Industry  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Industrial  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Farm/Forest  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Professional/Office  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Small Retail  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Large Retail  ​ Encourage  ​ Discourage 

Other:   
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Employment   

Are you employed?   YES   NO   Unemployed  Disabled    Retired 

Do you travel for work or other 
activities most days? 

YES  NO  If NO, 
Home 

Business 

If YES,  
Student 

If YES,  
Other 

Which routes/roads do you travel regularly? 

How many miles do you travel on Hartford roads? ____daily or_____weekly 

 
 

PUBLIC SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS  
This section has four parts. 

1. Please rate these public services, facilities and programs.  
GOOD or FAIR or POOR for each item. 

2. If you rate a service as “poor” or “fair”, would you be willing to pay more taxes for better service? 
YES or NO only for each item you rate as “poor” or “fair.” 

3. If rising costs meant you had to cut a service or raise taxes to pay for it, what would you do? 
Raise Taxes or Cut Services for each item. 

4. Please write your comments about public services, facilities, and programs at the bottom of the section. 

RATE CURRENT PUBLIC SERVICES/PROGRAMS  

Fire Protection & Rescue  

Road Maintenance   

Snow Removal   

Cemetery Maintenance   

Curbside Waste Pickup  

Annual Bulky Pickup  

   School Board 
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Economic/Commercial  
Development should be  

Restrict in order to  
protect: 

Agree  
Strongly 

Agree  
Somewhat 

Disagree 

limited in order to protect: Check one for each item 

Property Values ​  ​  ​  

Natural Resources ​  ​  ​  

Other: ​  ​  ​  

Pay More for  
Better Service  

 

Raise Taxes OR  
Cut Service  



 School – Elementary   

After School Enrichment- Program 
– Elementary 

School –Junior/Senior High  

 
 

 

 

 

Recreation Programs 
andFacilities 

 

Town Office Personnel & 
Services 

  

Hartford Town Website  
www.townofhartfordmaine.com 

  

Hartford Town Online  
Services 

  

Comments: 

 

 
 

SHOULD THESE PUBLIC SERVICES, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS BE ADDED?  
RATE FUTURE SERVICES I would like to see this service  

Yes                                                  No 

Child Care Facilities  ​  ​  

Summer Youth Programs  ​  ​  

Adult Recreation Programs  ​  ​  

Public Housing for Elderly  ​  ​  

Health Care Facilities  ​  ​  

Hartford Fire Department  ​  ​  

Hartford Public Works Department  ​  ​  

Public Transportation  ​  ​  

Should the town acquire more property for a future town office, future fire station, future school site, recreational 
areas, town forest as in 1992 with a tax-supported land acquisition fund? 
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Suggestions: 



 
 
 
 
 

How do you prefer to access 
information about Town 
affairs, issues and plans? 
 
Check all that apply 

Town Website ​  

Town Facebook Site ​  

Private Facebook Site ​  

Hartford News – mailed three times a year ​  

Hartford Happenings – online three times a year ​  

Newspaper ​  

Mailings with Tax Bills ​  

Emails from Town ​  

 Other ​  

 
 

                           GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT  

In 1990, the US Census reported Hartford’s population at 716, in 2000 put the population at 963, 
then 1203 in 2020 and estimated at 1248 in 2024 and 1278 in 2025. Is it reasonable to anticipate 
similar or greater growth over the next 10 years?  

 
Hartford’s Comprehensive Plan must include plans for the management of growth and 
development. Your answers to the following questions will offer valuable insight into the feelings 
of our community toward development and the management of growth.  

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ​
 

Are you concerned about the population growth in Hartford? Circle one      YES  NO 
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Impact means additional cost to deliver facilities, programs, and services. An impact fee is a fee 
charged to build a new structure in town. 

Should any of these 
methods be used to 
control growth? 

Growth Control  
Methods 

YES              NO 

Have zones with  
smaller minimum 
lot size. 

​  ​  

Have zones  
allowing more  
dwellings per  
building lot. 

​  ​  

Limit the number 
of New 
Residence  
Building Permits 

​  ​  

Add impact fees ​  ​  

In what areas of town should we encourage growth? 

 
 

Would you 
encourage 
these types of 
residential 
development 
for Hartford? 

Residential Type  
YES 

 
NO 

Mobile Homes  ​  ​  

Mobile Home Park  ​  ​  

Single Family Homes  ​  ​  

Duplex/Apartments  ​  ​  

Subsidized Elderly Housing ​  ​  

Extended Care Facilities ​  ​  

Other:  
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The minimum lot size should be:       Decreased  Left As Is  Increased 

Current zoning rules require a minimum lot size of 3 acres with a minimum frontage of 250 feet. Up to two dwellings 
plus an accessory dwelling unit can be erected on a building lot. 



Currently, there are two Zone types: Shoreland and Rural 

 YES  NO 

Should this town add commercial zoning? ​  ​  

 
 

 
 
 

EDUCATION  
 

Have you had, or do you have, or do you expect to have association 
(through children enrolled, or other) with RSU 10? Check one 

​ YES  ​ NO 

 
 

Do you have concerns about RSU #10? 
If yes, please leave a comment below 

​ YES  ​ NO 

Should Hartford consider leaving RSU #10 knowing that it would be 
more expensive at the beginning? 

​ YES  ​ NO 

 
 
 

WASTE MANAGEMENT  
 

How should Waste 
Disposal be managed? 

Waste Disposal Method  YES             NO 

Curbside Pickup  ​  ​  

Transfer Station  ​  ​  

Combination of the Above  ​  ​  

Consolidate with other Towns  ​  ​  

Annual Bulky Waste Pickup  ​  ​  

Comments: 
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LAND USE/RESOURCES  
 

What Recreational Resources do you use? (Ball fields, ATV trails, Railroad 
bed.etc.) 
 

 

 

What other Recreational Resources would you like to see? 

 

 

 
 

TOWN GOVERNMENT  

The Town of Hartford’s fiscal and legal responsibilities are the same as any municipality in the State of 
Maine. The town depends on many volunteers as well as some modestly compensated personnel, to work 
together to fulfill many functions and to complete projects in a competent manner.  

Please rate their performance and comment on any changes or improvements that should be considered.  

Please rate the  
performance 
of the 
Compensated  
Personnel: 

Compensated  
Personnel 

Selectmen  

Town Clerk  

Deputy Clerk  

Code Enforcement 
Officer (CEO) 

Road Commissioner  

Constable  

Maintenance Person  

Animal Control Officer  

Additional  
Comments: 
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