


Town of Hartford
Public Hearing
Topic: Budget Hearing to review warrant articles, ordinances, and meet the candidates
[bookmark: _GoBack]Approved Minutes
May 30, 2024 6pm@ Town Hall

Present in person: Selectmen Susan Goulet, Cathy Lowe, Lee Holman, Town Clerk Lianne Bedard, Budget Committee members David Bowen, Michael McCarron, Kenneth Violette, Cindy McNeil, and Al Borzelli, Planning Board member Margaret Matthews, Constable Steven Elsman, Candidate for office Kathleen Landry, residents Theresa Bennett, Doreen Maxwell, Robert L’Heureux, Cindy Violette, Lennie Eichman, Diane Diblasio, Daryl Boness, Leslie  Boness, Zachary Eller, Jason Landry, Wesley Brown, Paula Brown, David Stiles, Jeffery Beaulieu, Stephanie Frobese, Lee Fernald, Alan Fernald, David Theriault, Kathleen Theriault, Morrill Nason, Daniel Riley, Claire Riley, Bailey Roe-Johnson,  Ryan Roe-Johnson, Nancy Sullivan, Ann Ulrich, Michael Maney, and Paul Courchene.

Present via Zoom: Residents Nanci Weed, Arlene Nason, Robin Farrar, Pauline Chasse, Chad Casey, Raymond, Dana Dudley, Anita Lewis, Carol Buzzell, Elizabeth Garcia-O’Keefe, Brenda Burmeister, and Jaylene Gonyea. 

Susan called the hearing to order at 6pm, thanked everyone for attending, asked for phones to be silenced. 
Susan began by reading article 5 of the annual town meeting warrant and asked for any comments or questions.
Discussion:
 Article 5. Winter Roads: Salt shed is half full now and we have money left for more sand, salt shed should be emptied in the spring to seal the inside walls, plowing is contracted with a set amount, budget for miscellaneous costs was reduced due to actual spent in prior years, and the Budget Committee tried to cut the municipal budget as much as possible to offset the proposed increase in the school budget.
Article 6. Summer Roads: The Board and Budget Committee each recommend cuts to the bottom line with different amounts, culverts were not recommended since we have ARPA funds for culverts, and funds from FEMA will be received by the town for storm related expenses paid in the current fiscal year.
Article 8. Sanitation: New limits set for bulk waste have been agreed upon which will reduce the budget, the Budget Committee recommends a reduction anticipating the approval of an onsite bulk collection, flyers should be mailed to residents with new rules, information will be in the newsletter, is on the website, is at the town office, and emails have been sent to inform residents of the changes, a new policy will be  reviewed/approved at the next Board meeting to ensure rules are enforceable, and include in policy how to take care of left items at curbside.
Article 9. Public Safety: Has research been done to determine that Hartford pays annual fees similar to other towns, yes, it is much more expensive to fund a fire department versus contracting services out.
Article 11. General Assistance: The town is allowed to over expend in this account if the need arises, the town is reimbursed 50% of all expenditures up to $43,000.00 then is reimbursed 90%.
Article 14. Building Permit Ordinance Amendments: Surprised that the Board of Selectmen recommend the changes that include growth zone rules, the town has to follow the Comprehensive Plan, the town’s Comprehensive Plan is no longer certified due to the date of enactment which was 2008, if approved properties that are located near and would affect the quality of Bear Pond would be able to have up to 4 dwellings on 1.5 acre lots, the Shoreland Zoning Ordinance would take precedence in those areas, there is not enough space on 1.5 acres to allow 4 dwellings, the reason for the change is to allow a dwelling on smaller sized lots, the Comprehensive Plan is still valid, existing septic systems would limit additional dwelling approval, turn this down and go back to the drawing board, concerning backlots and taking of abutter land for access the CEO would be in charge or the Board of Selectmen who would have to be certified, back lots were already in the ordinance and is not a new change, lots cannot be land locked and access has to be given over abutter’s land, and right of ways are normally included in the deed.
Article 16. Winter Road Closing alteration/Darrington Road:  $74,000.00 was expended on Darrington Road last year, a portion was spent on the upper end due to washouts and we expect a reimbursement from FEMA, several culverts were replaced including the one at the end of the road, Darrington Road is not a private road, private roads have to be maintained by the property owners and residents on the private roads are paying a lot of taxes, summer maintenance is required of the town for all of Darrington Road, if winter access is denied would medical access be denied also, the housing density of Darrington Road is the same as Green Acres Road and that road is plowed and maintained, we are not going to plow a public road just to save money? how can we do that?, property was purchased knowing the road was not plowed, owner did not know when purchased that it was not plowed, we have to certify to the State that the road does not require winter maintenance-how can we certify that?, property owners could sue the town, and we should help the residents get the road plowed.
Article 19. Multi-year contract for sand: Due to the climate change less sand is needed and the sand contract has minimums and maximums of amounts of sand to be delivered.
Article 20: Hartford Heritage Society: The request is for the cost of liability insurance. 
Article 23: Bear Pond Association: The request is for a portion of the cost of water testing.

An apology was given from a resident for speaking out of order.
A round of applause was given to the Budget Committee.

The Candidates for the office of Selectman, Lee Holman and Kathleen Landry, were both given time to introduce themselves and answer questions from the audience.

Susan adjourned the hearing at 9:00pm.
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