Town of Hartford
Annual Town Meeting
Minutes
June 11, 2024
&
June 15, 2024
For Fiscal Year
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025


June 11, 2024 8:00am Lianne Bedard, Town Clerk, read the greetings of the annual town meeting warrant: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the voters of Hartford, in said County, qualified to vote in Town affairs to meet at the Hartford Town Hall on the 11th day of June, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. to act on Articles 1, 2, and 3. The polls will open at 8:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m. and the Moderator will recess the meeting until Saturday, the 15th day of June, 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at the Hartford Town Hall to act on Articles 4 through 46
Lianne Bedard read Article 1 to elect a Moderator to preside at the meeting.
Margo Dudley nominated Daryl Boness as Moderator. No other nominations were made.
Vote by paper ballot: Daryl Boness=3.
Daryl took the oath of office and read Article 2: To elect by secret ballot one Selectman for a term of three (3) years and Article 3: To elect by secret ballot one RSU#10 Director for a term of three (3) years.
Ballot boxes were shown to be empty, were then locked, and polls were declared open for voting.
Daryl closed the polls at 8:00pm
Results: 	Selectman 
Holman, Lee 		135
Landry, Kathleen	219 
Blanks 		3

RSU#10 Director
Culleton, Chad	279
Write ins 		8
Blank 			70

Total Votes		357

June 15, 2024 9:00 am with approximately 70 residents in attendance.
Daryl reconvened the meeting and explained a slight error on the Wardens Tally Sheet of the State Primary Election. An auxiliary ballot, which could not be counted by the tabulator, was hand counted and two blank votes were recorded incorrectly. Daryl read the results of the June 11th election.

Presentations were made to Lee Holman for her service and Pauline Chasse, recipient of the 2024 Hartford Spirit of America Award.

Daryl appointed Terry Hayes as Deputy Moderator for the remainder of the meeting. Terry took the oath of office and explained that she would be using Roberts’s Rules and all present pledged allegiance to the flag.

Article 4: A motion was made by David Bowen to elect the Board of Selectmen as General Assistance Directors. Seconded by Leslie Boness. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

A motion was made by Leslie Boness to elect the Board of Selectmen as the Board of Assessors. Seconded by David Bowen.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

A motioned was made by Leslie Boness to elect the same five (5) Budget Committee Members as last year (David Bowen, Al Borzelli, Ken Violette, Michael McCarron, and Cynthia McNeil). Seconded by Doreen Maxwell.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

A motion was made by Susan Goulet to elect Baxter Tardif as Fire Warden (pursuant to MRSA 25, Part 6, Chapter 315, subsection 2391). Seconded by Diane DeBlasio. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes. 

A motion was made by Lennie Eichman to elect Tucker Tardif as co-Fire Warden. Seconded by Lee Holman.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 5: A motion was made by David Bowen to raise and/or appropriate $456,590.00 for the Winter Roads Account. Seconded by Kathleen Theriault. 
Discussion: The Budget Committee cut additional plow costs and sand budgets, the salt shed will be full by the end of the month and the interior will need sealing next year so it should be left empty in June of 2025. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 6: A motion was made by Lee Holman to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $383,352.00 for the Summer Roads Account which includes $154,182.00 for the FY 2024-2025 principal and interest payment on the Maine Bond Bank loan dated November 1, 2021. Total amount borrowed equals $1,400,000.00. Seconded by Morrill Nason.
Discussion: ARPA funds are available to purchase culverts, no long term plan in place, Road Committee recommendations went astray in the past, the Road Commissioner is elected and knows what needs to be done, previous Road Committee set up 3, 5, and 10 year plans and they were ignored by the Selectmen and Road Commissioner, plans are a waste of time, Pratt Hill Road needs repair, and many missing signs around town.
A motioned was made by Margo Dudley to call to question. Seconded by Daryl Boness.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.
Vote by show of hands for $383,352.00: No.
A motion was made by David Bowen to raise $333,352.00 for the Summer Roads Account. Seconded by Jason Landry. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes

Article 7: A motion was made by David Bowen to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $295,812.00 for the Administration Account. Seconded by Christine Mumau.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 8: A motion was made by Lee Holman to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $125,490.00 for the Sanitation Account to include one Bulky Waste Collection Day per year. Seconded by Rebecca Elsman.
Discussion: A proposal was submitted for an onsite bulky collection to save money, residents are not in favor of an onsite location, if residents adhere to the new limits it should save money, if the budget is over expended an article will be placed on next year’s warrant to approve the over expenditure,  the new limit of a truck load means a rounded truck load, Archie’s will pick up bulky waste at the end of private ways and will be aware that more than one family’s bulky waste will be at the end of the roads, the elderly cannot bring items to an onsite location or afford to pay someone to do so, other towns have to bring items to their transfer stations, and towns with transfer stations can bring items more than once per year.
A motion was made by Margo Dudley to call to question. Seconded by Elise Harvey.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.
Vote by show of hands on $125,490.00: No.
A motion was made by Ken Violette to raise $118,490.00 for the Sanitation Account. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 9: A motion was made by Leslie Boness to raise and/or appropriate $109,930.00 for the Public Safety Account. Seconded by Margo Dudley.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 10: A motion was made by Margo Dudley to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $3,000.00 for the Contingency Account. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 11: A motion was made by Lorraine Parsons to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $1,000.00 for the General Assistance Account. Seconded by Margo Dudley.
Discussion: Hartford does not receive many applications and most are not qualified to receive general assistance, food banks are available as resource, no expenses were made from the account in current year, and a funeral could deplete the entire account.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 12. A motion was made by Christine Mumau to see if the Town will vote to appropriate $30,000.00 from Fund Balance to reduce the 2024-2025 Tax Commitment. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 13: A motion was made by Lorraine Parsons to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate a $2,000.00 for the Revaluation Reserve Account for future use. Seconded by Christine Mumau.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 14: A motion was made by Ken Violette to see if the Town will vote to amend the Building Permit Ordinance for the Town of Hartford as written in Attachment A. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Discussion: Changes involve zoning changes, more thought needed and involve community in the planning, 1 ½ acre lots will be allowed in growth areas, our 2008 Comprehensive Plan is no longer certified, we should establish a zoning ordinance first, if voted down it has no impact on the state requirements, vote no, Margaret Matthews left a stack of papers somewhere today, the papers were placed on the back table.
BREAK 10 minutes.
Discussion continued: Two years ago Maine forced towns to allow multiple dwellings on single lots and gave towns until July 1, 2024 to create a more strict building ordinances, the Planning Board included additional zoning and restricted size of a second home, the town had time to update the comprehensive plan but did not do so, do not want the landscape of Hartford to change, delay approval and do it correctly, there will be no penalty for not amending our ordinance, and the State law will override the ordinance.
Vote by show of hands: No.

Article 15: A motion was made by David Bowen to see if the Town will vote to amend the Administrative Ordinance Part II for the Town of Hartford as written in Attachment B. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 16:  A motion was made by Lennie Eichman to see if the town will vote to approve the order to alter the winter road closing of Darrington Road from 298 Darrington north to the end of the road, to winter maintenance during the months of October, November, December, January, February, March, and April or any part of these months which was approved by the legislative body on June 18, 2022, to be altered to open the road to winter maintenance during these months; and to raise and  appropriate  up to $5,110.00 (7 tenths of a mile @ $7,300.00 per mile) from taxation to cover the additional cost to plow the road listed in the order, and to authorize the municipal officers to execute an easement for a turnaround on abutting landowners property (Daniel and Claire Riley) for snow removal purposes. Seconded by  Richard Dyer.
Discussion: A resident lives on the road and has since 2015 and asks for the road to be plowed, road was closed 30-40 years ago to winter plowing because no one was residing there, another family is moving to the section of road permanently soon, road has always been open for summer maintenance but not much has been done until last year when the road was damaged by storms, FEMA will reimburse a portion of the cost of repair, State statute says the Municipal Officers may set forth the process of winter roads closure if plowing is unnecessary, if people live on the road then plowing is necessary, it is unacceptable for the Selectmen to put the closure of winter maintenance for this road on a warrant for vote,  it is a safety issue, the town will receive more funds from the State if we plow the road. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes. 

Article 17: A motion was made by Lorraine Parsons to see if the Town will vote to appropriate $100,000.00 from fund balance to be placed in a Paving Reserve Account, to be used only for future paving costs of town ways with prior Selectboard authorization. Seconded by Christine Mumau.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 18: A motion was made by Lorraine Parsons to see if the Town will vote to allow the Board of Selectmen to enter into a multi-year contract for Hauling of Waste and Recyclables. Seconded by Margo Dudley.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 19: A motion was made by Margo Dudley to see if the Town will vote to allow the Board of Selectmen to enter into a multi-year contract for the providing of Winter Sand. Seconded by Morrill Nason.
Vote by show of hands: Yes

SOCIAL SERVICE ARTICLES

Article 20: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $600.00 for the Hartford Heritage Society. Seconded by Leslie Boness.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 21: A motion was made by Charles Kraske to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $1,700.00 for the Hartford Newsletter. Seconded by Lee Holman.
Discussion: A resident has a problem supporting the newsletter with any money, it is used as a political platform and is not fiscally responsible, it is printed in bulk because it is cheaper to mail, two printers were purchased in the past year, there were three articles in the last issue and the rest was ads, it has changed in the last few years, the Selectmen are not allowed to review the newsletter before it is mailed, it is not a town newsletter, it was started in August of 1997, there was mongering and we wanted everyone in town to hear the same information, it is not political, in the past political ads were included and there were no complaints, both candidates were offered to include content, the newsletter was not allowed in the town office or town hall during absentee voting and elections due to the fact it contained information that could sway a vote, it is not controlled by the town or the Selectmen, nothing has ever been altered in the campaign ads, we send out questions to candidates or they can purchase ads, many generations do not have internet, a resident yelled that the ATV club will not have access over his property-he will block it off and was told by the moderator that he will be asked to leave if he speaks out of line again, the phone numbers-committee members-and trash schedule are helpful, a resident received three copies, a candidate was offered to purchase an ad for $12 or $24 and was not offered an interview, we have to mail 500 to qualify for low cost mailing, the newsletter group pays the town’s bulk permit fee, communication is vital and could the Hartford newsletter be a town committee.
A motion was made by Al Borzelli to call to question.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.
Vote by show of hands on $1,700.00. Yes. 

Article 22: A motion was made by Susan Goulet to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $973.00 for the area Snowmobile Clubs. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 23: A motion was made by David Bowen to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $250.00 for the Bear Pond Association. Seconded by Doreen Maxwell.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 24: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and/or appropriate $1,000.00 for the Hartford/Sumner Food Bank. Seconded by Arlene Nason.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 25: A motion was made by Lorraine Parsons to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $300.00 for the Increase Robinson Library. Seconded by Margo Dudley.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 26: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $1,200.00 for the Zadoc Long Free Library. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 27: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $500.00 for the Lake Anasagunticook Association. Seconded by Judy Hamilton.
Discussion: No funds were approved last year due to a late request, the funds are for water testing.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 28: A motion was made by Lee Holman to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $100.00 for the Mother’s Community Club of Sumner. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Discussion: Funds are for the annual Easter egg hunt.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 29: A motion was made by Lee Holman to Passover the article to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate a sum of money for Buckfield Recreation Department. Seconded by David Bowen.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 30: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $2,500.00 for RCAM. Seconded by Judy Hamilton.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 31: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $602.00 for Life Flight. Seconded by Diane DiBlasio. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 32: A motion was made by Leslie Boness to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $1,000.00 for Seniors Plus. Seconded by Susan Goulet.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 33: A motion was made by Lennie Eichman to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $300.00 for the Hope Association. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 34: A motion was made by Morrill Nason to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $100.00 for the Cancer Resource Center of Western Maine. Seconded by Lorraine Parsons. 
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 35: A motion was made by Lennie Eichman to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $100.00 for MPBN TV. Seconded by Morrill Nason.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 36: A motion was made by Kathleen Theriault to see if the Town will vote to raise and /or appropriate $50.00 for Kennebec Behavioral Health. Seconded by Morrill Nason.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

Article 37: A motion was made by Leslie Boness to see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to use Overlay for accounts exceeding appropriated amounts, including tax abatements and applicable interest and to set the amount of overlay at no more than 2.5% of the Tax Commitment.  Seconded by Lorraine Parsons.
Vote by show of hands: Yes.

A motion was made by David Bowen to vote on Articles 38-45 as one. Seconded by Charles Kraske. 
Vote by show of hands to vote on Articles 38-45 as one: Yes.
Vote by show of hands on articles 38-45: Yes.

Article 38: To see if the Town will authorize the Board of Selectmen on behalf of the Town to dispose of tax acquired property via quitclaim deed by either (A) offering the property to the former owner(s) or if deceased, to his/her/their heirs/devisees/personal representative for a price equal to all outstanding taxes, interest, fees and costs; or (B) using the process authorized by 30-A M.R.S. § 943-C, provided that if the former owner does not request that process or the board is unable to list or sell the property as required by §943-C(3), the Board may sell the property through a competitive sealed bid process in which a notice advertising sale of the property shall be published at least twice in a newspaper of general circulation in the county. For sales other than to the former owner, excess sale proceeds, as defined in 36 M.R.S.  §943-C, shall be returned to the former owner.  

Article 39: To see if the Town will vote to fix the following dates on which real and personal property taxes shall be due and payable: one half of the tax shall be due and payable on December 1, 2024 and one half of the tax shall be due and payable on May 1, 2025.

Article 40:  To see if the Town will vote to fix an annual interest rate of the maximum allowed by State Law (currently 8.5%) on real and personal property taxes not paid on or before December 1, 2024 and May 1, 2025. 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen

Article 41: To see if the Town will fix an annual interest rate of four and one half percent (4.5%) on excess taxes paid when tax abatements are issued by the Board of Assessors (M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506A, as amended). 

Article 42: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Tax Collector or the Deputy Tax Collector to accept prepayments of property taxes not yet due or assessed and to fix an annual interest rate of zero percent (0) on taxes paid prior to the due date.  (M.R.S.A. 36, Section 506, amended). 

Article 43: To see if the Town will vote to accept all revenues from Cost Sharing Projects and from State and Federal agencies.  This revenue will be distributed to the appropriate accounts as intended by said agencies.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Article 44: To see if the Town will vote to accept the categories of funds listed below as provided by the Maine State Legislature, and appropriate and apply the total estimated amount of $450,124.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised by taxation.

Fund category                                                      	 Estimated Amount		
State Municipal Revenue Sharing……………………… 	$259,824.00
Local Road Assistance Program…………….....................	$  42,260.00
Tree Growth Reimbursement………….……….……......     	$  26,816.00
Veterans Exemption Return ………………………….....     	$       809.00    
Snowmobile Registration Refund…………….…………    	$       973.00
Homestead Exemption Return…………………................    $119,374.00
BETE Return……………………………………………..	$         68.00
				   	         Total	        	 $450,124.00

Article 45: To see if the Town will vote to apply the local revenue amount of $297,950.00 against the total amount authorized to be raised by Taxation to reduce the FY2024 Tax Commitment.

Article 46: Was not voted on since the law was repealed. To see if the Town will vote to increase the property tax levy limit established for Hartford by State Law in the event that the municipal budget approved under the preceding Articles will result in a tax commitment that is greater than that property tax levy limit.
The Vote on this Article must be by written ballot.

Minutes prepared by Lianne Bedard, Town Clerk

