Town of Hartford
Public Hearing
RSU#10 Withdrawal Referendum
Approved Minutes
October 9, 2025
6pm 
Hartford Town Hall

Present: 21 attendees including Selectmen Cathy Lowe, Nicholas Tifft, Town Clerk Lianne Bedard, and the Ad Hoc Education Exploration Committee.

Cathy called the hearing to order at 6pm.
Discussion included: The withdrawal process is very complex and requires a final vote at a later date. An attorney would be needed which may cost each of the three towns up to $50,000.00. The Ad Hoc committee’s purpose was to provide information. Withdrawal will not save the three towns money but would give us more control such as voting, building maintenance, etc. The education commission may not approve the withdrawal. 50 or so schools in Maine have pulled out of their consolidations. The new school unit would be called RSU#90. All three towns voted the budget down in 2025 but due to the votes in the remaining towns the budget passed anyway. Hartford currently has 148 students in RSU#10. If we withdraw we could keep budget down, repair buildings, offer free lunch for students, fix mold issues, ventilation, and control staff. We could withdraw and then look at other options such as joining with towns such as Canton, Dixfield, and Peru.  Buckfield, Hartford, and Sumner currently own the school buildings and buses except one new bus. The new superintendent can also hold the position of principal to cut costs. If positions are cut in the new RSU #90 we would have to buy out contracts. 
The first year of the withdrawal may cost Hartford $855,000.00 over and above the annual budget which equals an increase of $1,619.00 for a home valued at $230,787.00.  People on social security can not afford huge increases in taxes. The vote to initiate the withdrawal process will be held November 4, 2025.

Hearing was adjourned at 7:30pm.
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