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Selectmen’s Meeting
Approved Minutes
August 5, 2025
6:00@ Hartford Town Hall & YouTube Live
Meet the Candidates 
6:00pm

Present: Selectmen Cathy Lowe, Aaron Harvey, Town Clerk Lianne Bedard, Road Commissioner Bim McNeil, Constable Jon Assam, Candidates for office Loando Brann, Ronald Darling, Nicholas Tifft, residents Leslie Boness, Daryl Boness, Clair Riley, Dan Riley, Arlene Nason, Morrill Nason, Elizabeth Garcia O’Keefe, Robert Tifft, Sybilla Pettingill, Mary VanderHorn, Rosita Friel, Carol Buzzell, Merton Buzzell, Jaylene Gonyea, Roxanne Caron, Rebecca Elsman, David LeGloahec, Dan Brissette, Anita Brissette, Casie Jo Morris, Doreen Maxwell, Marguerite Dudley, Margaret Matthews, Dana Dudley, Dan Larochelle, Lennie Eichman, Ramsey Ludlow, Rebecca Elsman, Steven Elsman,  Rick Gammon, Jeremy Johnson, and non-resident Kyle Kent (business proposal).

I	Meet the Candidates for the position Selectmen: Loando Brann, Ron Darling, and Nicholas Tifft all made statements and answered questions from the audience.
II.	Cathy called the Selectmen portion of the meeting to order at 6:50pm.
III	All present pledged Allegiance to the Flag.
IV.	Cathy motioned to approve minutes of the July 22, 2025 Selectmen’s meeting and the July 30, 2025 Special Selectmen’s Meeting. Aaron second. All in favor=2.
	The Road Commissioner was asked if the signs were installed on Thompson Lane and the answer was no.
V	Cathy motioned to approve Warrant 31 (2024-25), Warrant 2 (2025-26), Payroll Warrants July 23, 2025, and July 30, 2025 and to approve payment of $84.88 from the Recreation Reserve account. Aaron second. All in favor=2.
VI	Reports
1. RSU 10 Report: A Withdrawal Committee member read a report of the Ad Hoc Committee stating that it seems to be too expensive to withdraw from RSU#10 at this time since the school budget would be approximately $1,000,000.00 more per each of the three towns. 
2. Road Commissioner Report: The Board reviewed the report submitted by the Road Commissioner (attached). A proposed contract with Hood Farms was turned in on Monday but is not on the agenda for tonight’s meeting and insurance has not been submitted. The Road Commissioner stated that mowing has begun already.
3. Road Committee Report: Next meeting will be held August 11th at 5:30pm to review FEMA projects.
5. Constable Report: None.
6. CEO Report: The Board reviewed the report submitted by the CEO (attached).
7. ACO Report: None.
8. Planning Board Report: The Board reviewed the approved minutes of the July 7, 2025 meeting. It was reported that the Planning Board is working on finalizing the Clover Ridge Subdivision application/approval, a couple of shoreland applications, digitalization of records, and required forms for the subdivision application process. 
	9. Ad hoc Planning Committee: None.
10. Ordinance Committee: Next meeting will be held August 13, 2025 at 6:30pm.
11. Fire Warden Report: None.
12. Treasurer Report: It was reported that 30 tax lien notices will be mailed soon. 
13. Cemetery Committee Report: None.
14. Solid Waste Committee Report: The committee conducted a site visit to the Canton Transfer Station (Canton is considering curbside collection) and plan to schedule a site visit to the Leeds Transfer Station. 
15. Recreation Committee Report: It was reported that swim lessons went well, a dinner was held on July 19th, a lobster dinner is planned for August 9th, and a beach day is planned for August 24th.
VII	Open Session
1. A resident read a statement concerning a property located on Sam Annis Road. 
2. Questions were asked concerning the withdrawal from RSU#10. It was shared that the cost and loss of services would not be favorable, a petition process was planned but is on hold, withdrawing would be very expensive at first but we would have more control, and services are mandated by the State of Maine. 
VIII	Calendar Reminders
1. Recreation Committee Dinner 8/9/2025
2. Recreation Committee Meeting 8/11/2025 5:15pm
3. Special Election 8/12/2025 8-8
4. Assessor’s visits week 8/11-8/22/2025
IX	Unfinished Business: 
1. Community Resiliency Grant Application Deadline 8/29/25: CEO/LPI training was removed from the application, a digital sign for the Town Office and a text-call notification service were added. Tabled.
2. Curbside collection letter: Aaron motioned to approve a letter that was drafted to be sent to Archie’s Inc. concerning the quality of collection service. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
3. Town Hall stove purchase/grant: Aaron motioned to purchase a 36” electric range from Dave’s Appliance with grant funds. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
Aaron motioned to hire Gregory Young to install the necessary electrical service for the new stove. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
X       New Business
1. Bear Mountain Business Proposal: Kyle Kent of Kent Ordinance Technologies presented information on a proposed business on R13 Lots 10 & 11 containing 60 acres on Davenport Road (if purchased) to conduct educational blasting in the swamp area and to eventually create a shooting range. Small level explosives would be charged on mostly weekends between 9-4. Explosives would not be over 5 pounds. The Planning Board would have to grant approval. Before Mr. Kent purchases the property he would like to know if the business would be allowed. 
2. Ad hoc Planning Committee vs Comprehensive Plan Review Committee: It was stated that keeping the current Ad Hoc Planning Committee would be the best option at this time. It was suggested that an ordinance be created to establish a Comprehensive Plan Committee and that the Planning Board Ordinance be amended to remove the duty of establishing a Comprehensive Plan. No action taken.
3. Ad hoc Planning Committee rules of procedure: Tabled. 
4. Sam Annis Road unapproved driveway entrance: The Board suggested that the CEO send a violation letter to the property owner concerning the unapproved entrance on the road.
5. Pratt Hill Road presentation: A Video/power point presentation was presented to residents showing the actual budget breakdown of the Pratt Hill Road expenses. It was stated that the prior bid specs were not written well at all and prior work on the road had to be redone. One or two culverts had to be lowered.
6. Pratt Hill Road Paving Bid Project: Aaron motioned to accept the invitation to bid for the paving of Pratt Hill Road as written. Cathy second. All in favor=2. Bids will be due on August 19th at 5pm.
7. Reserve Expense Approval Roads: Aaron motioned to expense a portion of the cost of Pratt Hill Road repair and future road repair expenses from the Summer Road Reserve Account first and then from the FEMA account up to $208,000.00 (refund of disaster work completed). Cathy second. All in favor=2.
8. Responsible Petcare Contract: Aaron motioned to accept the Responsible Petcare contract as written with a term of one year. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
9. Tax Acquired Property: Aaron motioned to move ahead with the process of selling two tax acquired properties. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
10. MMA Executive Committee Ballot: The Board completed he ballot.
XI	Appointments/Resignation
Aaron motioned to appoint Lianne Bedard as Interim Emergency Management Director with a term to expire in June of 2026 or sooner if a permanent candidate is found. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
XII	Training: The Board reviewed MMA Convention information which all municipal employees are allowed to attend according to state law. 
XIII 	Review Correspondence: The Board reviewed all correspondence.
XIV	Agenda Items for Next Meeting: Community Resiliency Grant application (add generator), Risk Management Grant application, Hood Farms contract, Paving Bid opening, Archie’s Inc. response to letter.
XV	Aaron motioned to enter into Executive Session pursuant to MRSA 1 Chapter 13 Section 405 (6)E/Superior Court Complaint at 8:46pm. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
	Cathy motioned to exit executive session at 8:52pm. Aaron second. All in favor=2. 
Aaron motioned to continue the Superior Court Complaint in court vs settling. Cathy second. All in favor=2.
XVI 	Cathy adjourned the meeting at 8:53pm.

Minutes approved by:


___________________________________		_______________
Cathy Lowe						Date

____________________________________	_______________
Aaron Harvey						Date




















Town of Hartford
Road Report
August 5, 2025


The plan is to put a paving bid package out to bid tonight at the Selectmen’s Meeting.
We have been down to Old Route 140 and the plan is to pour a concrete header to hold the road from washing in. This will be done in the next few weeks with Pratt Hill Road header on the big culvert.
Cathy and I will be working on the FEMA paperwork to get it on a spreadsheet so we all understand what we are doing on each site and will have it ready for the next Road Committee meeting.
We also have an issue on Sam Annis Road. An entrance was installed with no approved entrance permit.
The Goding Road will be repaired this week. There is a small washout on the hill.


Submitted by,

Bim McNeil
Road Commissioner


















Report from the Code Enforcement Officer
August 4, 2025

June 15th to now: 
Building permits issued- 2
Plumbing permits issued-3
Complaints:
There have been no new complaints to date. 
Jared Johnson
CEO/LPI Hartford, ME
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	Date 
	Permit Number
	Last Name
	First Name
	Location
	Purpose
	

	6/21/2025
	2025-P16
	Clement
	Julien
	Blueberry Ln
	Plumbing
	

	7/24/2025
	2025-P17
	Bragg
	Randall
	129 Pine shore
	Septic
	

	7/29/2025
	2025-P18
	Wolfe
	David
	161 Church St
	Plumbing
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